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EASTTENNESSEE'S NATURAL

TREASURE

THECLINCHRIVERVALLEY HASBEENNAMED“ONE

OF THE LAST GREAT PLACESON EARTH” BY THE

NATURECONSERVANCY BECAUSEOF ITS UNUSUAL-
LY HIGH LEVEL OF BIODIVERSITY OF AQUATIC

SPECIES.1 CLINCH-POWELL RC&D DIRECTOR,
LINDY TURNER, HASDESCRIBEDTHEUPPERCLINCH

AS“A LIVINGMUSEUM” OFALLMANNEROFSPECIES,
SOMEOFWHICHCAN BEFOUNDNOWHEREELSEON

EARTH, HAVE ALREADY GONEEXTINCT ELSEWHERE,
OR CANNOT BE FOUND ELSEWHEREIN THIS CON-
CENTRATIONOF DIVERSITY. 2

THE850-ACREKYLESFORDPRESERVEIN

HANCOCKCOUNTY, TENNESSEEWAS CREATEDIN

AN EFFORT TOPROTECT AND PRESERVETHE

ENDANGEREDSPECIESOF FRESHWATERMUSSELS

AND FISHINHABITINGTHEUPPERCLINCHRIVER.3

IF THECLINCHRIVERWERETO BECOMEPOLLUTED,
IT WOULDHAVEA MAJORIMPACTON THE

REGION—NOT JUSTTHEENVIRONMENTAND ANI-
MAL INHABITANTS BUTTHELOCAL PEOPLEWOULD

SUFFER...POSSIBLY IN HEALTH, 
DEFINITELY IN QUALITY OF LIFE.

TODAY, THEAQUATICINHABITANTS OFTHECLINCH

AND POWELLRIVERSAREIN TROUBLE.  THE

POWELLHASALREADY LOSTMANY SPECIESDUE

TO TOXINSPOISONINGTHEWATERSOTHAT MANY

SCIENTISTS HAVEALREADY WRITTENIT OFFAS

PASTTHEPOINTOF RECOVERY.4 NOW THECLINCH

HASBEGUNTO EXHIBITTHEEARLY SYMPTOMSOF

ECOLOGICAL PERILASWELLAND HASBEEN

DECLAREDA THREATENEDWATERBYTHE

TENNESSEEDEPARTMENTOF ENVIRONMENT&
CONSERVATION(TDEC).5

RESEARCHERS, CONSERVATIONISTS, AND INTER-
STATECONSERVATIONAGENCIESHAVEBEEN

ORGANIZINGAND COORDINATINGRESOURCESIN

ORDERTO PRESERVEAND PROTECT THECLINCH

RIVERAND ITS INHABITANTS, RECENTLY CON-
TRACTINGA MEMORANDUMOF UNDERSTANDING

TO RESTORETHECLINCHAND POWELLRIVERS.6

OVERTHEPASTDECADE, WITHTHECOORDINATING

ASSISTANCEOFTHENATURECONSERVANCY,
THEY'VEPURCHASEDTRACTSOF LAND, CREATED

BIORESERVESALONGTHECLINCHRIVERSUCHAS

THEKYLESFORDMUSSELPRESERVEIN

TENNESSEEAND SEVERAL IN VIRGINIAAND HOPE

TO SOMEDAY CLOSETHEGAPBETWEENTHETWO,
CONSOLIDATINGTHEMINTO THECLINCHVALLEY

BIORESERVE. 7

AT THEKYLESFORDPRESERVE, THECLINCH

POWELLRC&D WORKSWITHTHENATURE

CONSERVANCY'S CLINCHVALLEY PROGRAM AND

OTHERAGENCIESAND GROUPSTO ADDRESSANY

THREATS TOCLINCHRIVER'S WATERQUALITY

AND SPECIESIN THELOCAL AREA.  THEY'VE

TAKENA PRACTICAL AND SUSTAINABLE

APPROACH INTENDEDTO BENEFITNOT ONLY THE

ENVIRONMENTBUTTHECOMMUNITIESUNDER

THEIRWATCH.  THEY'VEASSISTEDIN EFFORTS TO

UPDATEAGRICULTURAL EQUIPMENTAND PRAC-
TICESTHAT MAINTAIN ORIMPROVESOILAND

WATERQUALITY.8 TO HELPFUNDKYLESFORD

PRESERVERESTORATIONEFFORTS, CLINCH

POWELLRC&D HASDEVELOPEDTHEECO-
TOURISMFACILITY RIVERPLACEON THECLINCH

[WWW.RIVERPLACEONTHECLINCH.COM] 

TO GENERATEINTERESTAND AWARENESSOFTHE

KYLESFORDPRESERVEAND THERECREATIONAL

OPPORTUNITIESPROVIDEDBYTHEUPPERCLINCH

RIVERIN THISREMOTE, OFTENFORGOTTEN

RURAL AREA.9

A MAJORCHALLENGETO

RESTORINGTHECLINCH

AS TOTHELARGERPICTURE, WHILETHENATURE

CONSERVANCY AND PARTNERINGORGANIZATIONS

ATTEMPTTO CONJOINAND EXPAND THEPRO-
TECTEDAREASIN TENNESSEEAND VIRGINIA, A
MAJORCHALLENGETO CLEANINGUP THERIVER

FORDECADESOCCURSFARTHERUPSTREAM—THE

OVERALLTOP POLLUTINGPOWERPLANTIN

VIRGINIA, AMERICAN ELECTRICPOWER'S AGING

CLINCHRIVERPOWERPLANT10 AND ACCOMPA-
NYING MININGOPERATIONS.

FATHERS’ FEASTAT RIVERPLACE

CAFEJUNE14

JIMMY MARTINMEMORIAL

BLUEGRASSFESTIVALMAY30-31 

MOTHER’S DAY OUT AT RIVER

PLACECAFE MAY10 

EARTHDAY & CRCC 
GRANDOPENING APRIL22 

RELAYFOR LIFE CAR SHOW
APRIL05 
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RIVERPLACEON THECLINCH
IS A PROJECT OF THE CLINCH-POWELL RC&D,
A 501C(3) NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATION AND AN

EQUAL OPPORTUNITY PROVIDER AND EMPLOYER.
P.O. BOX 379, RUTLEDGE, TN 37861
PH: 865828-5927 WWW.CLINCHPOWELL .NET

N
E

W
S

LE
T

T
E

R

SECUREONLINESHOPPING& RESERVATIONSAT W W W . R I V E R PL AC E O N TH E C LI N C H . C O M

RIVERPLACEMARKET,
CAFE, OUTFITTER, 
& CABINRENTALS

2788 HIGHWAY 70

KYLESFORD, TN 37765

(423) 733-4400

MARKET, CAFE, OUTFITTER, &
CABIN RENTALS

2788 HIGHWAY70
KYLESFORD, TN 37765

(423) 733-4400
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THEIMPACTOFCOAL

ON THECLINCH

(CONTINUEDONPAGE5)

EVENTDETAILSLISTEDONOURWEBSITE:
HTTP://WWW.RIVERPLACEONTHECLINCH.COM/   OR

HTTP://WWW.CLINCHRIVERECOTOURISM.COM/

BYCYNTHIASELLERS MARCH28, 2008



Volun teers and Communit y

River Place on the Clinch and the Clinch River Conservation Center  & Retreat
are projects of the Clinch-Powell RC&D (CPRCD).    The success of RC&D programs
and projects depends on the help of volunteers and the community. Volunteers assist with most of
our activities and provide vital links to partner organizations and community groups. They are also
a continual source of new ideas, energy and fresh perspectives.   We rely on our communities for
the direction of our projects.   We are always listening, and with our communities's input and par-
ticipation we are able to focus on the concerns and problems that are important to them.   
Each year, CPRCD staff and volunteers spent thousands of hours conducting a wide array of pro-
grams and activities that benefit our local area.

Suppor t the Clinch- Powell RC&D
Some of our most successful programs, such as Conservation Camp, are currently being funded
through the RC&D's general operating funds. We need help from caring community residents like
yourself to be able to continue these programs year after year.

The RC&D accepts monetary donations from individuals and businesses. Clinch-Powell RC&D is a
501(c)(3) non-profit organization, and all donations are tax deductible.  
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MARKET, CAFE, OUTFITTER, &
CABIN RENTALS

2788 HIGHWAY70
KYLESFORD, TN 37765

(423) 733-4400

Please choose all the following that apply:

Program Area: If you would like, you may indicate a specific
program to donate to.

_____ I do not wish to donate to a specific program
(Most helpful!)

_____ First Wheels
_____ Conservation Camp/ Envirothon
_____ Clinch-Powell Community Fund
_____ Clinch River Watershed Alliance
_____ Clinch-Powell Home Team
_____ Appalachia CARES
_____ Appalachian Quilt Trail
_____ Clinch-Powell Regional Network
_____ Other

Stewardship --The Solution f or
What Ails Ye
MAY07 2008   

How did we get to this beautiful place, this River
Place, and this wonderful moment in time when it all
comes together? You know the old saying, “If there’s a
will, there’s a way.” The River Place started out by
someone identifying a problem and a lack of an ade-
quate solution. Then joining with others, many peo-
ple put their heads together and came up with really
good solution. They knew it was a really good idea. To
be really good, they realized it must endure change
and adapt with the times. It must be “sustainable”. It
must be a big enough plan to help and involve the
local community, young and old, from all walks of life,
as well as conserve natural resources. Because people
who are sick or can’t put food on their tables and are
struggling to survive themselves, can’t be troubled
with the plight of other species. They realized that a
plan that involves the cooperative effort of a commu-
nity builds relationships, not just with each other but
with the earth. The community involved could be

localized to the area. Or it could be a wider com-
munity of conscientious individuals throughout
the world. In the case of River Place on the
Clinch, it involves both.

This ball was set in motion over a decade ago,
partly prompted by a couple of toxic spills that
killed off many of the indigenous species of the
Clinch River, threatening what was known world-
wide to be one of the most biodiverse regions in
the world, the waters of the Clinch Valley.
Cleanup was a cooperative effort between gov-
ernment and private conservationists. Even far-
ther back, long before the spills raised red flags
about the threatened and endangered aquatic
species, the freshwater mussel shell button
industry put a hurt on the biodiversity mussels
here in Tennessee as some species were over-har-
vested to the point of extinction. Plastic defeated
the shell button industry along the Clinch River
and possibly saved many of the remaining
species of mussels from extinction. Conservation
efforts have been ongoing and some species
have been helped and reintroduced along the
Clinch River. (The work is far from over.)

And of course, there was concern for the poverty
and suffering ecology of rural Appalachia as far
back as Roosevelt and the New Deal. Droughts,
acid rain, erosion, and poor farming techniques
had taken its toll on the people and terrain.

The Tennessee Valley Authority formed May 18,
1933 to bring power to southern Appalachia, but
also to assist farmers. Dam constructions began.
Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC) of men formed
to quickly address problems of erosion, silt, and
water and soil quality. The first CCC camp was
assigned to Tennessee Valley to concentrate on
erosion control and tree planting on Oct 17,1933,
75 years ago this year. The CCC continued until
1942.

Today’s concerned private citizens, in cooperation
with non-profits like the Clinch Powell RC&D and
The Nature Conservancy, and state and federal
agencies, are crucial to the health and future of
southern Appalachia. Volunteer youth groups like
AmeriCorps, 4-H, Boy Scouts, and others are
tomorrow’s conservationists. If they learn to love

Clinch-Powell RC&D
P.O. Box 496

Rutledge, TN 37861

Name: ______________________________________________

Address: ____________________________________________

City: __________________ State: ___________ Zip: ________

Email: ______________________________________________

___ I am interested in volunteering my time to help the RC&D.

___ I would like to make a donation of $______________ to Clinch-Powell RC&D.

(CONTINUEDONPAGE5)

& You can make a donation to the RC&D by check or money order. 
Please mail your contribution to:
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WWW.RIVERPLACEONTHECLINCH.COM

OR

WWW.CLINCHRIVERECOTOURISM.COM



Earth DayAPRIL22, 2008

Clinch River Conservation Center &
Retreat Opening & Earth Day Event

River Place on the Clinch
Developmen t Recap MARCH20 2008  

RIVERPLACEMARKETOPENEDSEPTEMBER1, 2007
with a ribbon cutting ceremony, music, and free hot dogs.
The Hancock County Chamber and Partners sponsored
the event.

A couple of weeks beforehand, River Place Market had a
private pre-opening event with Congressman David Davis
and all the local officials and volunteers and workers who
had worked on the River Place Market/Café building’s
restoration.

ON OCT 6, 2007River Place on the Clinch and Clinch-
Powell RC&D co-sponsored the Harley Davidson Run for
the Hills Ride (Poker ride) in conjunction with the
Hancock Fall Festival. Colboch Harley Davidson was also a
sponsor.

-WHAT ISA POKERRIDE? A “POKERRIDE” OR“POKERRUN” ASIT ISOFTEN

CALLEDISA MARKEDORPREDETERMINEDROUTEWHERERIDERSPICKUP

POKERPLAYINGCARDSATDESIGNATEDSTOPSTO ACCUMULATEA “POKER

HAND.” THEPARTICIPANTSDRAWTHEIRCARDSFROM DECKS AT VARIOUS

STOPSALONGTHEROUTEANDTHESCORESARETHENCALCULATEDATTHE

ENDOFTHERIDE/EVENT. THEHIGHESTSCORESWIN.

RIVERPLACECABINSOPENEDNOV 1, 2007
RIVERPLACECAFÉOPENEDDEC 1, 2007

Cabin & Cottage
Rentals
You'll find everything you need for a weekend getaway, a
day out with the family or a reunion with friends at River
Place on the Clinch! We have four new and fully furnished
cabins and a restored cottage for rent, located on the
beautiful Clinch River in the Historic Kyles Ford
Community. Enjoy a hunting trip, or just relax with the
view from the balcony as you look over the river.

Rental Rates
Sunday through Wednesday- $80/night
Friday and Saturday- $95/night
Full Weekly rate- $575
10% Discount for Seniors 65 & up, 
Government rates honored.

Cafe & Market
Residing in the location of the old Willis family store, the
River Place Market is open and serving everything from
groceries to gossip.

Remembering the old days of the general mercantile store,
we provide the Kyle's Ford Community with basic grocery
needs, small hardware, and plenty of friendliness and 
fellowship.  If your cupboards are full and nothing needs to
be repaired around the farm, then come on in for a spirited
game of checkers or some lively conversation.

Other rentals
Campsite, canoe, Raft, & bike rentals...coming soon.

Events are regularly scheduled at the Conservation
Center. Check our website Event Calendar to see what's
coming up. Review our online Lodging Calendar of
Availability to reserve a cabin or the Conservation Center
for your vacation, research trip, or event.

Conservation Center & Retreat
The Clinch River Conservation Center and Retreat in Kyles Ford, Tennessee is located within a 
spacious house that was once the Testerman family home. It has been beautifully and painstakingly
restored to the original style and cultural nuance native to the Clinch Mountain Appalachian
Community.

The Retreat is the gem of TWRA's 850-acre Wildlife Management Area. The facililty has the capacity
to provide comfortable lodging for large groups or a few smaller groups. This is a perfect place for
environmental retreats, conferences, educational field trips, school groups, and many more activi-
ties related to the Clinch River .

The facillity is located at 3225 Highway 70, Kyles Ford, TN
37731. The phone number there is 423-733-9341.  

The retreat facility contains 9 private bathrooms, 7 of
which, have showers. There are 5 bedrooms upstairs with
enough beds to accomodate 24 people upstairs and an
overflow downstairs of 4 people for a total of 28. The extra
room downstairs (the overflow room) can be used as a
handicapped accessible bedroom and has an attached
handicapped accessible bathroom.  

The conference aspect of the facility has a catering kitchen
available and a central meeting room that will accommo-
date approximately 48 people in a classroom style seating with tables. Other conference amenities
will include LCD projection and screen, flip charts and overhead projector. The building has a large
outdoor dining deck and front porch overlooking the river, complete with rocking chairs.

Rental Rates The rate per room is $50/night for single occupancy, $60/night for double occu-
pancy, $300/night for the group rate, which includes access to kitchen and meeting rooms.

3
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MARKET, CAFE, OUTFITTER, &
CABIN RENTALS

2788 HIGHWAY70
KYLESFORD, TN 37765

(423) 733-4400
WWW.RIVERPLACEONTHECLINCH.COM

OR

WWW.CLINCHRIVERECOTOURISM.COM



Historical Preservation MAY01 2008   

During the 1930s when TVA photographed the
region prior to the construction of dams, it was
recorded that many of the rural Appalachian
homesteads throughout the region still used
farming and homesteading techniques such as
spinning wheels, looms, milk churns, washtubs,
etc. The photos were used by some well-inten-
tioned or callous outsiders to depict
Appalachian folk as "left behind" as the rest of
the country benefited from luxuries such as
electric washers, refrigerators, telephones, heat,
and lighting. This depiction of hillfolk as back-
wards and deprived embarrassed many rural
folks into abandoning centuries-old skills and
crafts, lifestyles, and values that had passed on

for generations. Many in the concerned river areas
were evacuated due to the dams flooding entire
towns and valleys. Some moved on to the cities
and never returned to Appalachia. Yet those that
stayed are oftimes a stubborn breed and some still
look for an economically viable way to continue
the old traditions. Many of the old ways resonate
in manner and attitudes, in the music, at the local
churches, and in chance conversations at the cor-
ner store. Self-sufficiency and independence are
valued throughout the region.

A home may go through many style revisions over
the course of a century. The River Talk blog con-
tains before and after photos of the restoration of
the rental cottage to vintage Appalachian style
circa 1800s. No spinning wheels or looms present,
but you're welcome to bring your own.

Earth Day Photos 

Show Your True Colors With River Place T-Shirts
and contribut e to a good cause!

River Place
2788 Highway 70
Kyles Ford, TN 37765

Name: ______________________________________________

Address: ____________________________________________

City: __________________ State: ___________ Zip: ________

Email: ______________________________________________

Cost/each includes tax.

To order by mail, please
make out your check or
money order PAYABLE TO:

Small      $13

Medium $13

Large      $13

XLarge   $13

XXLarge $15

Red Clay
Qty. Size Cost/ea.

PLEASESPECIFY:

View MOREPHOTOSOFKYLESFORD, RIVERPLACE, ANDTHECLINCHRIVERCONSERVATIONCENTERONLINEAT:
HTTP://WWW.CLINCHRIVERECOTOURISM.COM/PHOTO_GALLERIES/

&

Fathers Feast
ATRIVERPLACECAFE

Bring Dad to River Place Cafe for a 
"Special" feast*!

*BUYONEBREAKFAST, LUNCH, ORDINNERSPECIALAND

DAD'S SPECIALIS FREE.
JUNE 14 2008 ONLY!

JIMMYMARTINMEMORIALBLUEGRASSFESTIVAL
MAY30-31ST SNEEDVILLE, TN 

~SPONSOREDBYTHEHANCOCKCO. HISTORICALSOCIETY

FINDOUTABOUTTHISANDOTHERKYLESFORDAREAEVENTS AT:
WWW.RIVERPLACEONTHECLINCH.COM

BEAUTIFULCLINCHRIVERFRESHWATERMUSSEL

SHOALSATKYLESFORD, TENNESSEE
--PHOTO BYCYNTHIASELLERS

CLINCH-POWELLRC&D DIRECTOR, LINDYTURNER

EXPLAINSWHAT’S ATSTAKEATTHEKYLESFORD

PRESERVE

AVIEWOFTHECLINCHRIVERCONSERVATION

CENTERFROMACROSSTHECLINCH
--PHOTO BYCYNTHIASELLERS

PHOTO CIRCA1932 BYLEWISW. HINEFORTVA.  
~SOURCE: FERI.ORG
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HOW COAL CAN HURT THE

REGION’S ECOSYSTEM

EMISSIONSFROM COAL-FIREDPOWERPLANTS POLLUTE

THEAIRAND WATERIN THESOUTHERNAPPALACHIAN

REGIONWITHLASTINGAND AT TIMES, FATAL HARMTO

LOCAL PLANT, ANIMAL, AND HUMAN HEALTH. AMONG

OTHERTOXINS, THEEMISSIONSAREA SOURCEOF SULFUR

OXIDESAND NITROGENOXIDES(ACID RAIN) THAT DAM-
AGEAPPALACHIANFORESTS AND RESULT IN TOXICSTORM

WATERRUNOFFINTO WATERSBODIESTHROUGHOUTTHE

REGION. 12

TURNERSAID, “SPILLSAND OVERFLOWSARETHEBIGGEST

CULPRITS FROM COAL.  THE COAL FINESSLOWLY CREEP

DOWNRIVERFURTHERAND FURTHERWITHEACH FLOOD

EVENT.  AS THEWATERSLOWS, THECOAL FINESSETTLE

TO THERIVERBOTTOM TURNINGIT BLACKAND SMOTHER-
INGTHEFILTERFEEDINGMUSSELS.  THAT IS WHY THEY

ARESOSENSITIVE.  LONG, LONGAFTERA SPILL, THE

DEVASTATIONCONTINUESDOWNSTREAM.”

COALPROSANDCONS

COAL-FIREDPOWERPLANTS ALREADY PRODUCE52% OF

OURNATION'S ENERGY13 BUTTHEY AREALSOTHE#1
ENERGYCONTRIBUTORTO CLIMATEWARMINGBECAUSE

COAL COMBUSTIONPRODUCESCARBONDIOXIDEEMIS-
SIONSAND OTHERGREENHOUSEGASES.14

IT'S NOT JUSTABOUTKEEPINGTHELIGHTS ON, LET'S
FACEIT, COAL MEANSMONEY.  BIG MONEY.  COAL HAS

BROUGHTJOBSWHEREJOBSAREBADLY NEEDED.

DESPITETHEWORLDWIDECONCERNOVERGLOBAL

WARMING, COAL IS HERETO STAY FORTHEINDEFINITE

FUTURE.  “CLEANCOAL” IS NOWTHEPROMISEFROM

POLITICIANSAND THEIRINDUSTRY BACKERS.15 THEY'RE

PROMISINGCLEANERSTART-UP PLANTS BUTTHEY'RENOT

MAKINGSIMILARPROMISESREGARDINGCOAL MINING. IN
FACT, AS RECENTLY AS LASTYEARTHEOFFICEOF

SURFACEMININGPUSHEDLEGISLATIONTHAT WOULD

LOOSENRESTRICTIONSREGARDINGDUMPINGMINING

DEBRISINTO THEECOLOGICALLY SENSITIVEHEADWA-
TERSTREAMS NEARMININGOPERATIONS.16 THESE

PROPOSEDCHANGESINCLUDETHEHEADWATER

STREAMS OFTHECLINCHAND POWELLRIVERSAS

WELLAS ALLWATERSIN THEUNITEDSTATES.17

IN ADDITIONTO EXISTINGENVIRONMENTAL STRES-
SORS, THECLINCHAND POWELLRIVERSALSOFACE

THEPOSSIBILITY OF A NEW COAL-FIREDPOWER

PLANTALONGTHECLINCH, JUSTA COUNTY OVER

FROM THEPRESENTONE. 18 THEREARECURRENTLY

38 ACTIVEMININGOPERATIONSIN THEUPPER

CLINCHWATERSHEDAND 48 IN THEUPPER

POWELLWATERSHED. THE NEW POWERPLANTWILL

PROVIDENEW JOBSBUTTHEINCREASEIN COAL

MININGMAY PUTMORESTRESSON IMPERILED

SPECIESIN THECLINCHAND POWELLRIVERS. 19

THESOUTHERNENVIRONMENTAL LAW CENTER

(SELC) SHEDSLIGHTON THERELATIONSHIP

BETWEENCOAL MININGAND THEENDANGERED

SPECIESACT:

“THEENDANGEREDSPECIESACTIS DESIGNED

TO IDENTIFYAND SAVEAT-RISKWILDLIFETO BEST

ENSUREA HEALTHY ENVIRONMENT. TO ACHIEVE

THIS, FEDERAL AGENCIESMUSTCONSULT WITHTHE

FISHAND WILDLIFESERVICE(FWS) TO CAREFULLY

EVALUATEENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS TOPROTECTED

SPECIESBEFOREUNDERTAKINGORPERMITTINGSIG-
NIFICANT ACTION, SUCHAS COAL MINING.

the land, local species, and local communities here and care for them as we do.

Many people learn best by first-hand experience. What better way to educate our selves than
to continue to ask the hard questions and find good solutions? What better way to educate a new
generation than to prompt them to propose their own solutions and then

listen to their ideas and help them bring them to reality? Genius never occurred in a vacu-
um. Our future is in their hands and better those hands are used to being dirty from doing
good work. We can’t guarantee a CCC will sweep in tomorrow and fix all our region’s prob-
lems. We can act as good parents, good teachers, good neighbors and custodians of the
earth and plan to tend to it ourselves. Community stewardship is a sustainable solution for

a variety of social and ecological  ailments.

The Clinch River Conservation Center and River Place on the Clinch provide opportunities to
get involved in rural conservation and even host your own Conservation Camp in rural
Appalachia and at the Kyles Ford Preserve. Contact us for help planning your event.

(CONTINUEDFROMPAGE3)
THE IMPACTOF COAL ON THECLINCH...

BARN RAISINGALONG THE CLINCH
APRIL24 2008   

It’s not a barn exactly, that’s been raised here in
Kyles Ford. But the spirit of the gathering at the
opening of the Clinch River Conservation Center on
Earth Day was the probably much like a good old-
fashioned barn raising. When good people come
together and join with a handful of organizations
(led by Clinch-Powell RC&D), good things can hap-
pen and the enthusiasm is contagious. People want
to join in and be involved. They want to make a
contribution and they want to help get things
done.

Much has been accomplished by the many people
already involved in the effort but there’s much still
left to do. There are plenty of opportunities to get
involved. Contact manager Kim Belcher at River
Place or the Clinch-Powell RC&D to find out about
exciting “Volun-tourism” opportunities coming up.

The reward? As many rural folks here will surely
agree, tilling the earth, an afternoon of joyous
labor, joining in elbow to elbow and making a con-
tribution where it’s sorely needed…these meaning-
ful and unforgettable experiences may be their
own reward. 
Other than that, the earth thanks you. The mussels, fish, and other rare and endangered species thank you. We sincerely thank you.
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STEWARDSHIP...

MOREINFORMATIONABOUTOURYOUTHENVIRONMENTALEDUCATIONPROGRAMSAT HTTP://WWW.CLINCHPOWELL.NET/RCD/ENVIRON.HTML



INSTEADOF FOLLOWINGTHISPROTOCOL, THEFWS IN
1996, AT THEREQUESTOFTHEOFFICEOF SURFACE

MINING(OSM), WHICHREGULATESCOAL MINING,
ISSUEDA ONE-SIZE-FITS-ALL“BIOLOGICAL OPINION”
THAT NO COAL MININGOPERATIONANYWHEREIN THE

U.S. WOULDEVERHARMTHREATENEDORENDANGERED

SPECIESLISTEDTHEN, ORIN THEFUTURE. FWS SUM-

MARILY CONCLUDEDTHAT THEREQUIREMENTS OFTHE

SURFACEMININGCONTROL AND RECLAMATIONACT

PROVIDEDSUFFICIENTPROTECTION. BECAUSEOFTHIS

OPINION, NEITHERFWS, OSM, NORTHEMINEOPERA-
TORSAREREQUIREDTO ASSESSORAVOIDTHEIMPACTS

OF MININGON PROTECTEDSPECIESORCRITICAL HABI-
TAT.

...THE [SOUTHERNENVIRONMENTAL LAW CENTER],
REPRESENTINGTHECENTERFORBIOLOGICAL

DIVERSITY, NATIONALPARKSCONSERVATION

ASSOCIATION, AND WORLDWILDLIFEFUND, HAS

FILEDA PETITIONURGINGTHEFWS TO REVOKEITS

1996 OPINION. THETENNESSEEWILDLIFERESOURCES

AGENCY IS ALSOA PETITIONER, AND THETENNESSEE

DEPARTMENTOF ENVIRONMENTAND CONSERVATION

HASSUPPORTED[THE] PETITIONWITHA LETTERTO

FWS.”20

MUSSELPOPULATIONS

AREDECLINING.
HOW CAN WE COOPERATE

TO IMPROVETHE

ODDSOF THEIRSURVIVAL?

IF THEFWS, OSM, AND THEMINEOPERATORSARE

NOT ASSESSINGTHEIMPACTOFTHEIRMININGPRAC-

TICES, NORATTEMPTINGTO AVOIDHARMINGPROTECT-
ED SPECIESORCRITICAL HABITAT, THISUNDERMINES

CONFIDENCEIN THEBIOLOGICAL OPINIONTHAT ENDAN-
GEREDSPECIESARENOT AND NORWILLTHEY EVERBE

IMPACTED.  TOO MUCHIS AT STAKETO NOT DO EVERY-
THINGAT OURDISPOSALTO DIAGNOSEPROBLEMSIF

THEY EXIST, IN ORDERTO ENSURETHECONTINUANCE

OFTHESERAREAND UNIQUESPECIESIN OURCARE. 

FRESHWATERMUSSELSSUCHAS AREFOUNDHEREAT

THEKYLESFORDPRESERVEARETHEHARBINGERSOF

AN AQUATICECOSYSTEM.  ONCETHEY GO, OTHER

SPECIESARESURETO FOLLOW.

WITH CUTTING-EDGETECHNOLOGIESALLOWINGFOR

THEPOSSIBILITY OF CLEANERCOAL POWERIN

APPALACHIA’S ENERGYFUTURE, PERHAPSIT’S TIMEFOR

THEOFFICEOF SURFACEMININGTO DEMONSTRATEITS

LONG-TERMCOMMITMENTTO ENVIRONMENTAL STEW-
ARDSHIP. BY WORKINGWITHCONSERVATIONISTS AND

REGULATORY AGENCIESTO CONTINUOUSLY ENSURE

NEGLIGIBLEIMPACT TO“ONE OFTHELASTGREAT

PLACES.”

CONCERNEDCITIZENSAREJOININGWITHTHESTATEOF

TENNESSEEAND OTHERACTIONGROUPSIN ASKINGTHE

FWS TO RECANTTHE1996 “BIOLOGICAL OPINION”
THAT NO COAL MININGOPERATIONANYWHEREIN THE

U.S. WOULDEVERHARMTHREATENEDORENDANGERED

SPECIESLISTEDTHEN, ORIN THEFUTURE. 

MARKET, CAFE, OUTFITTER, &
CABIN RENTALS

2788 HIGHWAY70
KYLESFORD, TN 37765

(423) 733-4400
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THE IMPACTOF COAL ON THECLINCH...

When hunting critt ers is out of season, this recipe works just fine with chick en!
NOTE: IF USINGQUAIL, SOAKIN MILKOVERNIGHT. FORTOUGHBIRDS, TENDERIZEFIRSTWITHA MEAT MALLETBEFOREPRO-
CEEDING.

1. Preheat oven to 325F.
2. Blend together the flour, salt, and cayenne pepper in a bowl.
3. Place buttermilk and crushed corn flakes in separate bowls.
4. Dredge pieces of wild fowl in the flour mixture until evenly coated on each side.
5. Dip them into the buttermilk and then dredge with corn flakes crumbs until evenly coat-
ed.
6. Place the pieces in a prepared or non-stick surfaced baking dish or pan.
7. Bake at 325F for 20-30 minutes or until the wild fowl is no longer pink at the center.
If you have various sized pieces, you might have to remove the smaller pieces sooner than
the rest

Spicy, Southern-Style Breaded & Baked Wild Fowl
1 pound cleaned, uncooked, 
boneless, skinless wild fowl 
(dove, pheasant, crow, etc.)

1/2-cup all-purpose flour

1/4-teaspoon salt

1/3-cup buttermilk

¾-cup crushed cornflakes

Cayenne pepper to taste

LISTOFSOURCESAVAILABLEAT:
HTTP://WWW.CLINCHRIVERECOTOURISM.COM/CLINCH_RIVER_CONSERVATION_COAL_MINING_POLLUTION/#COALHURTS 6


